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was thenibonowing" from state-owned banks; the amount thus raised reached 507 million rubles in 1855 and eventually precipitated the banking crisis of 1857-1859.
Financial considerations played a part in determining the policy of the imperial government in the building of roads? especially railways. The deplorable state of the highways and the emperor's interest in engineering caused the authorities to devote particular attention to the development and improvement of internal communications. Some 8,000 versts10 of hard-surface roads, many of them of strategic importance, were built between 1825 and 1855. Unfortunately, the department of internal communications, headed since 1842 by the tsar's favorite, Count Kleinmichel, fully earned its reputation for corruption and inefficiency, and the poor condition of the roads greatly handicapped the movement and supply of troops during the Crimean War. A proposal made in 1835 by a Viennese professor, von Gerstner, to build a comprehensive network of railways met with a hostile reception. Kankrin was opposed to the plan on the ground that it was unnecessary, too costly and, moreover, a danger to "public morals/' Railways, he argued, "encourage frequent purposeless travel, thus fostering the restless spirit of our age." Nevertheless the line between St. Petersburg and the imperial residence of Tsarskoe Selo (25 versts), the first Russian railway, was opened to the public in 1837. In 1839 there was begun the construction of the Warsaw-Vienna line, and in 1842 of the Moscow to St. Petersburg line, which was completed in 1851. By the end of the reign Russia had 980 versts of railways; that is, her network was about one-fifth of that of France and one-sixth of that of Germany. Some progress was made with river shipping, steamship service being maintained on the Volga, Dnieper, Neva, and other principal waterways.
Foreign trade continued its upward trend without, however, undergoing any drastic change.
RUSSIAN FOREIGN TRADE, 1826-1860 Years                     Exports                 Imports
(Yearly average in thousand gold rubles) 1826-1830                   85,715                  79,687
1831-1835                 * 94,319                  80,999
1836-1840                  118,435                 101,096
10 One verst = 0.66 mile.